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Consecration Service
Friday, May 29, 2026, 7:00 p.m.

Welcome

Hymn

Prayer

Presentation about Graduates
General appreciation to honor all teachers
Parents interview

Graduates' Remarks

Hymn

Message

Hymn

Prayer

Baccalaureate Service

Saturday, May 30, 2026, at 11:00 a.m.

Prelude

Welcome & Announcements
Academic Processional
Invocation

Tithes and Offerings
Offertory

Prayer

Hymn of Praise
Presentation of Graduates
Graduates’ Remarks
Scripture Reading
Congregational Prayer
Musical Selection

Homily

Hymn of Commitment
Consecration Prayer
Recessional/Postlude
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Farid Khoury

Brazilian Lebanese Worship Group
Dr. John Issa

Magdy Salama

Student Graduation Committee
Student Graduation Committee
Sara Christy Mdawar

Brazilian Lebanese Worship Group
Dr. Amy McHenry

Brazilian Lebanese Worship Group
Dr. Amy McHenry

Rondeau from Sinfonies De Fanfares | Jean Joseph Mouret
Pr. Everson Torres

March from Alceste | Christoph von Gluck

Pr. Flavio Salcedo

Dr. Philippe Zgheib

Festive Trumpet Tune | David German

Dr. Philippe Zgheib

How Great Thou Art | No. 86

Dr. Carlos Biaggi

Rami Tawadrous, Helena Abdallah

John 14:27 - Elie Jr. Wehbe, Serla Ohannessian
Dr. Peter McHenry

By Faith | K. Getty, K. Getty, S. Townend

Vocal Ensemble | Silvana Biaggi, Conductor
How to Be a Hero? | Pr. Elia Wehbe

What a Friend We Have in Jesus | No. 499

Pr. Elia Wehbe

Grand Chorus Dialogue | Eugene Gigout

Pianist: Dr. Raja Farah
Chorister: Jean-Jack Kareh

Beiru
1935

t



A Word from the President
Welcome to MEU's 85th Annual Graduation Ceremony!

Dear Graduates, Families, Faculty, Staff, and Distinguished Guests, It is with great joy and deep gratitude that |
welcome you to Middle East University's 85th Annual Graduation Ceremony. Today, we gather to celebrate not
only academic achievement, but also perseverance, growth, and the fulfillment of a meaningful journey.

This academic year has unfolded under extraordinary circumstances, as our nation has continued to experience
the challenges of ongoing conflict. Yet, in the face of uncertainty, our university community has demonstrated
remarkable resilience, flexibility, and strength of character. Our students, faculty, and staff have adapted with
determination—embracing new ways of learning, supporting one another, and moving forward with courage and
faith.

Dear graduates, your journey has been shaped by these very challenges. You have learned not only in
classrooms, but through lived experiences that have strengthened your character, deepened your compassion,
and refined your sense of purpose. You chose as your aim: “To grow as individuals of integrity, knowledge, and
compassion, prepared to create positive change in the world.” Today, we affirm that this aim has taken root in
your lives.

Your motto, “We came to learn; we leave to make a difference,” captures the essence of what this day represents.
You leave this institution not only with knowledge, but with a calling—to serve, to lead, and to impact the world
around you with integrity and compassion.

Throughout the year, we have witnessed moments that have enriched your experience and strengthened our
community. From the spiritual renewal found during the Week of Spiritual Emphases, to the joy and fellowship
of the Christmas Banquet, to the memorable connections formed during the snow trip, and the inspiration drawn
from our regular assemblies—these experiences have contributed to your holistic growth and lasting memories.

As a university, we continue to be guided by our Strategic Plan, which calls us to be an innovative institution
that prepares leaders for service. We are committed to providing a wholistic education—one that nurtures
intellectual, physical, social, and spiritual development. Our purpose is not only to educate minds, but to shape
character, strengthen faith, and empower lives for meaningful service.

Today, we see the results of that mission. We see graduates who have grown in confidence, developed
leadership skills, served others, and experienced personal and spiritual transformation. These are the true
markers of success, and they give us great hope for the future.

To our graduates: we are proud of you. As you step into the next chapter of your lives, carry with you the
values, faith, and vision you have cultivated here. Be agents of positive change. Lead with integrity. Serve with
compassion. And wherever life takes you, remember that you are always part of the MEU family.

| extend my heartfelt congratulations to each one of you, and my sincere appreciation to your
families, faculty, and all who have supported you along the way.

May God continue to guide and bless you.

Sincerely,

Dr. Carlos Biaggi
President
Middle East University
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Soheila Y. Hayek
President, World YMCA

Soheila Y. Hayek is a transformative global leader currently serving as the President of the World YMCA.
As the first Middle Eastern President in the organization’s 180-year history, her leadership symbolizes

a shift toward a more inclusive and globally representative structure. Throughout her presidency, which
concludes in July 2026, she has championed YMCA Vision 2030, focusing on sustainability, social justice,
and peacebuilding across a network spanning 120 countries. Following her presidency, she will continue
to guide the movement for four years as the Inmediate Past President.

With a career defined by "transcending conventional boundaries," Soheila has dedicated decades to
equipping young people with the tools to solve global challenges. Her professional work is deeply rooted in
her 12-year tenure as leader of The Goguikian Foundation in Beirut, where she pioneered NGO-university
partnerships to provide scholarships and leadership training to disadvantaged youth. Complementing her
professional path is a lifelong history of grassroots volunteering for church and school programs, Fondo
Unido, and various community initiatives. Her commitment to local impact is further evidenced by over a
decade of service on the board of the YMCA of Lebanon, where she has been a vocal advocate for youth
and women’s inclusion in governance.

A polyglot familiar with nine languages, Soheila’s international perspective is informed by a life spent
across Africa, Asia, Europe, and the Americas. She has consistently merged social service with innovative
solutions, from launching GTalks to connect young innovators with investors, to organizing Lebanon’s first
upcycled art exhibition to promote waste management. Her academic background in Industrial Psychology
and Conference Management further supports her data-driven approach to community development and
economic revitalization.

Guided by a profound spirituality and a motto of "how can we help you," Soheila’s mission remains stead-
fast: empowering the next generation to forge a brighter, more ethical future. Outside of her global duties,
she is a sailor, swimmer, gardener, and devoted grandmother who finds inspiration in the resilience of
nature and the wisdom of the youth she serves.
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Commencement Ceremony
Sunday May 31, 2026 | 6:00 pm

Prelude Sinfonia from Oratorio Solomon | George Frideric Handel

Academic Processional THE GRADUATES
A Coronation March | William Walton
THE FACULTY
Regalia | Dom Andrew Moore
THE PRESIDENT'S PARTY
Now Thank We All Our God | Johann Criiger

National Anthem Wadie Sabra

Invocation Dioi Cruz, DMin
Dean of the Faculty of Philosophy and Theology

Welcome Carlos Biaggi, PhD
President
Musical Selection You Are the Light | Tom Fetke & David Steele

Vocal Ensemble | Silvana Biaggi, Conductor

Introducing the Speaker Carlos Biaggi, PhD
President

Commencement Address ~ Mrs. Soheila Hayek
President of World YMCA

Presentation of Candidates Amy McHenry, PhD
Vice President for Academic Administration

Conferring of Degrees Carlos Biaggi, PhD, President
assisted by
Amy McHenry, PhD, Vice President for Academic Administration
Liliane Barkanian, BA, TD, Acting Registrar

Charge to the Graduates Raja Farah, PhD
Professor, Faculty of Philosophy and Theology

~
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Class Response

Welcome to the Alumni

University Anthem

Benediction

Academic Recessional

Postlude

Sara Mdawar
Class Valedictorian

Lina Issa, MA
Graduate of Class 1998, 2016
Lecturer, Faculty of Education

Melvin West

Myron Iseminger, MDiv
Vice-Chair, Board of Trustees

Fanfare from Water Music | George Frideric Handel
Song of Triumph | James Rogers

Pianist: Raja Farah, PhD
Professor, Faculty of Philosophy and Theology

Motto: We came to learn; we leave to make a difference.

Aim: To grow as individuals of integrity, knowledge, and compassion, prepared to create

positive change in the world.

The audience is requested to remain seated until the academic recessional is completed.

Guests are invited to enter the reception area after the cake-cutting ceremony.
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BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN BIOLOGY (BS)

Elias Rabih Bustros

Lebanon | Biology

Gael Nathania Alfred Jabara*** A
Lebanon | Biology

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN COMPUTER SCIENCE (BS)

Faculty of Arts and Sciences

Chris Jean Azar
Lebanon | Computer Science

*Cum Laude O Summer Graduate
** Magna Cum Laude A In Absentia
*** Summa Cum Laude * Engaged in a related degree in affiliation with Andrews University
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BACHELOR OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION (BBA)

Elie Junior Elia Wehbe

Lebanon | Accounting

Esam Nabil Mosad Saleb

Egypt | Accounting

Adam Nicolas Aramouni ¢

Lebanon | Management

Amy Nicolas Aramouni ¢ -

Lebanon | Management

Anthony Hamparsoum Telessemian

Faculty of Business Administration

Lebanon | Marketing

Gael Simon Elia**
Lebanon | Marketing
Helena Saad Abdallah*
Lebanon | Marketing

Serla Shant Ohannessian
Lebanon | Marketing

MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION (MBA)

Christopher Mtanios Yaacoub
Lebanon | Finance

Danny George Farah***

Lebanon | Management

Younan Farag Shawky Gadelkarim o
Egypt | General

*Cum Laude O Summer Graduate o Fall Graduate
**Magna Cum Laude A In Absentia
** Summa Cum Laude * Engaged in a related degree in affiliation with Andrews University
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TEACHING DIPLOMA

Azadouhi Kevork Kenbelian ¢
Lebanon | TD

MASTER OF ARTS IN EDUCATION : EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP

Christian Ferney Sanchez Duran A
Columbia | Educational Leadership

Faculty of Education

MASTER OF ARTS IN TEACHING ENGLISH LANGUAGE

Lina Helmy Fikry Yacoub
Egypt | MAT

Felisters Madakiwe** A
Zimbabwae | MAT

BACHELOR OF ARTS IN THEOLOGY

Patrick Sarrias Lunghard o *** A

Spain | Theology

Rami Wagih Welson Fahmi Tawadrous o
Egypt | Theology

Nastaran Rakinejad

Iran | Theology

BACHELOR OF ARTS IN RELIGION

Sara Christy Tony Mdawar**
Lebanon | Religion

Faculty of Philosophy & Theology

MASTER OF ARTS IN ISLAMIC STUDIES

Michael Younker** A
American | Islamic Studies
Frauke Gyuroka o** A
Austrian | Islamic Studies

* Cum Laude ¢ Summer Graduate o Fall Graduate
** Magna Cum Laude A In Absentia
*** Summa Cum Laude * Engaged in a related degree in affiliation with Andrews University
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